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1 Mahabharata (adapted text)

Read the following Sanskrit passage. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions.
Your answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

BT g0 AW | TFeT B H ANEC | & AT 1
T T A Eiiewfd sfd FA: gbed | Wi gwged o
FEH AW TEeiH BT T T IR 99EH Fodl 3
Faeq 7 T T @H FOOH FAE T @ T = 4
T "iEe 3 i) T @\mee Aee BEr 9@ T s
FEEIA | Td:  HJe: T AW | JUT Eeglq AH 9T 6
Bl | o T HdS: Had | TaH FO: &S | Td: 7
Faeq @H T JT: SF BT 6

(@) What was the name of the king? (line 1) [1]
(b) Translate ‘grdhrah mam khadisyati iti kapotah avadat.’ (line 2) [4]
(c) What answer did the king give to the pigeon in line 37 2]
(d) Translate tasmat tava mamsam dehi.’ (lines 4 and 5) [3]
(e) What did the vulture finally say to the king? (line 8) 2]

(f) Which ideals or virtues does this story intend to teach? Refer to the passage in your answer.

[3]

[Total: 15]
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2 Mahabharata — Bhagavad Gita

Read the following Sanskrit verses. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions. Your
answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

TERd Tokadedadl J=: | 1
T THHOT Fhd SpEegadd |l 2
FENHGETIT A-HOT AT | 3
Al FAFAIHT JaT AGEHART: | 4
FEEN 5 T T B qRUEH | 5
AHer FEm Sear SEMOe Fedad | 6

Chap. 3, verse 21; Chap. 4, verse 10; Chap. 18, verse 53

(a) In the context of the battle about to take place, why did Krsna speak lines 1 and 2 to Arjuna?

[2]

(b) Translate lines 3 and 4. [6]
(c) Line 5 lists six negative qualities that need, according to Krsna, to be given up. Name four of
these. [4]

(d) Line 6 speaks of ‘becoming Brahman'. In your view, what does this mean and is it a desirable
goal? Refer to Krsna'’s words in your answer. [3]
[Total: 15]
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3 Sanskrit Epic Civilisation

(a) Briefly explain each of the following concepts:

() purusa (2]
(i) vikalpa 2]
(iii) $akti (2]
(iv) indra 2]

(b) Agni is the god of fire. Name in Sanskrit two other gods or goddesses that rule over the
elements, giving the elements in English. [4]

(c) Name in English the three stages of life that traditionally follow that of being a student. [3]

(d) Explain in brief the following Sanskrit literary terms:

(i) dhatu 2]
(i) purana (2]
(ili)  panini 2]
(iv) aranyaka 2]

(e) One of the three guna or ‘constituents of the universe’ is the quality of purity. Name in English
the other two guna. [2]

(f) Write a short essay in English, of about 100 words, on one of these two topics:

EITHER
(i) Discuss the vedanga or ‘supports of the Veda’ and say whether you think they have any
relevance to education today.

OR
(ii) Outline the caste or ‘varpa’ system. How, in your view, could this system be
misunderstood? [10]
[Total: 35]
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4 Hitopades$a

Read the following Sanskrit passage. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions.
Your answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

King Sudarsana asks an assembly of the wise for help.

TAIdbedT | AT 9Usaq [T FIRGE | THEE |

qT T

gfusar: | WA | AT wiededydar fAgm=n 7 o

o =~ o

TN AR R TAEONHE T o bes - 3
T PR JHY: |

Yd: |

3 T

FT: BEATEHEIGT ANEAT Jfaq |

-l =

TN HAFIE JEl Oifd 40T
| FHa & Afaw & T TEETE |

qHYe AraHfa fafress AfreanT

FATAT TAUEHAET AT Habom e das]

FEMAREEEd | 89 | FRpoHTar Ud IF9ET |

(@) How does King Sudarsana describe his sons? (line 3)

(b) Which particular scriptures does the king wish his sons to be taught? (line 3)

(c) (i)
(ii)
(d) (i)
(i)
(e) (i)
(i)

Translate ‘satsamnidhanena mdrkho yati pravinatam’. (line 6)

What does line 5 say to explain line 67

Explain fully lines 7 and 8, saying how they relate to the story as a whole.

How does the writer make lines 7 and 8 memorable and striking?
What is the name of the teacher who presents himself? (line 9)

With which deity is the teacher compared? (line 10)

(f) Translate ‘mahakulasambhatah’. (line 10)
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[Total: 25]
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